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How the information submitted via Researchfish is used by your funder(s) 
 
Your funder(s), research organisation(s) and other stakeholders use the information provided 
through the researchfish platform for many different activities depending on their business 
needs/requirements, these generally fall into 3 main strategic areas: 
 
1. Communicate the benefits/progress of research funding 
 e.g. Performance reporting 
  Evidence for government reviews 
  Stories/articles/blog posts & general communications to stakeholders 
 
2. Strategy/policy development 
 e.g.  Review of research areas/funding mechanisms 
  Supporting information for strategic discussions 
 
3. Studies/analysis to better understand research and how it leads to impact 

e.g. Improve and optimise impact 
Better support research pathways 

 
What does this mean practically? 
 
  Some uses Specific examples 

1 Responsible 
metrics 

- evidence for reporting 
frameworks 
- to track & demonstrate 
progress towards achieving 
desired outcomes 
- quantitative evaluation of 
research funding methods. 

# companies created or growing 
# engagement activities with 
particular audience type 
£ leveraged from funded research 
projects 
Bibliometric analyses 

2 Short narratives Examples of outcomes from 
research to show progress in 
specific areas of research or 
that relate to specific types 
of funding. 

Short description or narrative 
highlighting specific outcomes of 
research. 

3 To build case 
studies 

To describe the outcomes of 
one or multiple research 
projects that relate together 
and demonstrate the 
resulting impact, and often 
parts of the pathway and 

See the reports on the Researchfish 
‘Why report?’ page  
https://www.researchfish.net/why-
report for examples. Also many 
examples from the last Research 
Excellence Framework 2014 
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collaborative work that lead 
to it. 

exercise 
https://www.ref.ac.uk/2014/ . 

4 Communication 
pieces – blogs, 
timelines 

All of the above, but often 
more directed at a lay 
audience and written in the 
form of blogs, timelines, 
short videos, podcasts and 
so on. 

Check your funder(s) and research 
organisation(s) websites. 

5 Answer 
stakeholder 
questions 

Funders, research managers 
and others are frequently 
asked questions that this 
data can help them to 
answer quickly and 
accurately, and without 
relying on their existing 
knowledge. These may be 
from government, trustees, 
steering groups, decision 
making boards and so on, 
these are very varied, 
impossible to predict and 
often with a very quick 
response time (e.g. 1-2 
hours).  

How will Brexit effect the research 
base in the UK? 
Which research groups can we 
contact who are working on XXXX? 
What research is underway that 
relates to ‘a specific country’? 
How are patients and the public 
involved in the research you 
fund/manage? 
 

 
 
Any questions can be directed to your funder who will be better placed to answer queries 
about what they specifically use the information for - their contact details can be found by 
going to the ‘Our Members’ tab when you are logged into researchfish, and selecting the 
relevant funder. Alternatively please contact support@researchfish.com. 


